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At Chicago West Side Christian School, we believe we are Better Together! As 
you read this newsletter, notice how partnerships and collaborations are shap-
ing and strengthening CWSCS. You will also see how we have shared with 
others through hosting, participating and providing leadership in a variety of  
events. Thank you for your partnership as well! We are definitely Better Together!

On Friday, October 27, our art teacher Mrs. Guanga and seven students 
from seventh and eighth grade participated in a wonderful friend-raiser 
event hosted by the Bright Promise Fund! Teams from several Christian 
schools in the Chicago area were invited to participate in this on-site art 
making event. From Mrs. Guanga:

“Each team was asked to come up with an artwork that represented the 
word community. We met a couple of  times to plan the artwork and get 
our idea together. Then Bright Promise Fund supplied our materials, and 
we were able to make the art together during the event!

About our artwork: the students came up with the concept of  community 
being something that helps to break down borders between people. They 

Celebrate how students are growing at Chicago West 
Side Christian School by joining us at the school’s 
Annual Scholarship Benefit! Experience inspiring 
stories, CWSCS’ outstanding choir and wonderful 
fellowship as you learn how you can help CWSCS 
students grow! We will honor Dave Larsen and the 
Bright Promise Fund as Friends of  CWSCS!

6:00pm - 9:00pm
Chicago West Side Christian School
1240 S. Pulaski Rd. / Chicago, IL

RSVP at www.cwscs.org by March 6.
For more information, call (773) 542-0665

 or e-mail marypost@cwscs.org.

Better Together! 

Create! With Bright Promise Fund 

Chicago West Side Christian School
Scholarship Benefit

March 8, 2018

CWSCS students had fun creating the piece 
shown below, representing the word community 
and titled Better Together!

wanted to show the metaphorical wall that divides people being broken 
down by community. The beauty that creates is shown in the flowers of  people’s hands and the sunset. We wanted to also 
show that this community can be brought in just a neighborhood or all throughout Chicago, which is why we included the 
buildings with the Chicago neighborhoods inside. We can all be united through community with one another because our 
world is “Better Together”—the title of  our piece!”



ABOVE: Members of Dordt College’s men’s basketball team join 
with CWSCS aspiring basketball players at the summer camp 
they hosted this summer.

ABOVE: Future teachers from Taylor University’s education 
program visited Chicago West Side Christian School as part of 
their exploration of urban education in Chicago this fall.

In June, the men’s basketball team from Dordt 
College in Iowa hosted a free basketball camp for 
third through eighth graders at CWSCS. Our school 
provided them with housing for the three days as 
they worked with our students, played area college 
teams and explored the city.

The basketball team blessed CWSCS twice—with 
the basketball camp and with a generous donation 
from their fall basketball fundraiser. We are thank-
ful for their partnership!

Education students from Taylor University in Up-
land, Indiana, visit CWSCS in the fall and spring as 
part of  their exploration of  urban schools (public 
and private) in Chicago. School leaders talk with 
the students about faith-based urban education at 
CWSCS and share some of  our distinctive char-
acteristics. Students then observe classrooms and 
participate in activities. They come together with 
school leaders at the end of  their visit for a lively 
Q&A time regarding what they observed, what 
leaders are looking for in teacher candidates, and 
the particular challenges and opportunities present 
in faith-based urban education. We look forward to 
Taylor University’s visits each year!

Dordt College Basketball Teams Up 
with CWSCS 

Taylor University Education Students 
Come to Learn 

Chicago West Side Christian School is thankful to be part of  the Bright Promise Fund for Urban Christian 
Education. Founded in 2010, the fund’s mission is to strengthen and sustain partner Christian schools by generating 
new sources of  revenue so that more families may experience and benefit from urban education. Dave Larsen, 
Bright Promise’s executive director, has worked diligently for the past seven years to raise funds for our coalition of  
urban Christian schools, with all funds supporting schools’ scholarship funds. For the 2017-2018 school year, Bright 
Promise Fund’s donations provided twenty-four scholarships for students at CWSCS!

Join us on March 8, 2018 as we honor Dave Larsen and the Bright Promise Fund with our Friends of  Chicago West 
Side Christian School Award at our annual scholarship benefit. 

Bright Promise Fund

Better Together! The  College Connection
CWSCS appreciates the colleges that have reached out to offer resources to our students. We are also grateful that we can give back in a variety of  ways. 



ABOVE: CWSCS students participate in the annual math triath-
lon at Trinity Christian College.

ABOVE: Students from a number of different schools joined 
together for discussions on identity, diversity and things they 
share in common.

Better Together! The  College Connection

Trinity Christian College has been a faithful partner 
of  our school for many years. Many of  its educa-
tion students visit CWSCS as part of  their course-
work. CWSCS students have traveled to the college 
for the Young Authors Festival, Math Triathlons 
and have been guests for math education classes. 
Trinity has also provided both space and educa-
tion students to help with portions of  the annual 
Diversity Conference organized by middle school 
students and staff  from several urban and suburban 
Christian schools in the Chicagoland area. 

A select group of  student leaders from four Chi-
cagoland schools met several times before the 
Diversity Conference to plan activities and discus-
sions that would delve into issues of  culture and 
race. This year, the middle schoolers from the four 
schools met at Trinity to talk about stereotypes, 
how our unique identities are formed and where 
they could find common ground. With the theme 
“Christians First” firmly established, they enjoyed 
discussing with and learning from each other.

CWSCS appreciates the colleges that have reached out to offer resources to our students. We are also grateful that we can give back in a variety of  ways. 

Trinity Christian College Chicagoland Diversity Conference 

As a member of  the Bright Promise Fund and the Center for Christian Urban Educators (C-CUE), CWSCS 
benefits from monthly meetings with administrators who learn together, share ideas and encourage and challenge 
one another. Bright Promise and C-CUE also sponsor an annual networking conference. On October 9, nearly 
eighty urban Christian school teachers and administrators gathered at CWSCS for a day-long conference focused 
on the topics of  faith formation in children and designing students’ learning so they have opportunity to notice, 
wonder, and engage in real-life problem-solving as they seek to make a difference in the world. We are grateful for 
the opportunity to learn and grow together! For more information about the Center for Christian Urban Educators, 
visit their website at www.ccuechicago.org.

Partnering with Christian Urban Educators 



Parents Get It Done! BELOW: Our eighth graders are delighted to have more tech-
nology for classroom use, thanks to CWSCS parents!

ABOVE: Parent Jen Underwood guides Pre-K students as they 
experience Bible stories during Wednesday Academy.

BELOW: Jen tells the children just how important they are in 
Jesus’ eyes, as demonstrated in Mark 10.

During Wednesday Academy this fall, the preschool 
students participated in Bible Telling. In their very first 
week, they played “Red Light, Green Light” and heard 
the story of  Jesus and the little children from Mark 10. 
Jesus, they discovered, never tells children “red light.” 
When the disciples tried to keep the children away 
from Jesus, he told them, “Let the children come to 
me. Don’t stop them.” Our CWSCS preschool students 
learned that Jesus always gives us a green light. He 
wants them to come to him and to know him, and they 
have been getting to know him this fall through the 
stories of  Jesus told in the Gospels.

Each week the children begin by hearing the song “Be 
Still and Know that I am God,” and then they listen to 
a new story about Jesus that helps them to know God. 
The goal is for them to hear the story at least three 
times, so after the first telling, they do several activities 
that allow them to interact with the story in different 
ways. Sometimes they learn a song that tells the story or 
look at an artist’s depiction of  it; they often act it out; 
and they end each session with a craft or coloring page 
that will help them to tell the story themselves.

Through the stories told this fall, they have learned 
Jesus is our good shepherd who never leaves us; he can 
tell the wind and waves what to do; he can multiply 
food to feed many people; he can heal blindness and 
sickness and injuries; and he can even raise people from 
the dead. Most of  all, they have learned that this power-
ful Jesus sees all people and loves all people. He loves 
each and every one of  them. 

Green Light—Always!

 Two years ago, our parents sold over 10,000 taffy 
apples to raise funds for a cart with twenty-four 
chromebooks for classroom use. The following year, 
they bought smart boards for classrooms with parent 
fundraising efforts. This fall, parents sold over 10,000 
apples again, allowing us to purchase another entire set 
of  twenty-four chromebooks!

Because technology is an ever increasing and important 
tool in education, CWSCS is committed to provid-
ing access to technology and the internet to all of  its 
students. Thank you, CWSCS parents, for your help in 
making that possible! 


